fter half an hour of claw-

ing and biting, four Bronx Zoo
grizzlies gave up on the apple-filled
canister their keepers tossed them
to test. The confounding container
manufactured by Garcia Machine was
designed to be bear proof, and fortu-

nately for the bears, it is.
Many parks, like Adirondack

State Park in New York, now require
the use of bear-resistant canisters
so wild bears won’t get hooked on
human food and garbage. According to
Lake Tahoe- and Sierra Nevada-area
research, bears dependent on food
sources like dumpsters become less

active and weigh up to 30 percent more
than bears fending for themselves.
Worse yet, bears completely reliant
on people often have to be killed to
protect any backpackers or campers
they could come into contact with.
That's where the canisters come in.
Made of high-impact plastic, they
lack edges and are too slippery for
bears to pick up. Each canister is the
size of a rolled-up sleeping bag and
holds about six days’ worth of food.
They cost between $70 and $100. Some
parks rent them for about $5 per night.
www.wcs,org/adirondackbbear

—Susan M. Brackney

'MAKE YOUR FISH A msH

ILLET YOUR CATCH by cutting just behind the side fir

going down to the backbone and turning the Mzifs edge toward the

tail. With a gentle sawing motion, remove the fill

t. Do the same on the

other side. ge Rinse, coat with flour or cornmeal, amﬁ‘ fry over medium

heat in some oil or butter. it's done when the

or pink) and flakes easily.

meat is solid-colored (white
-0.S.




