RAIRIE DOGS,

BALD EAGLES,
GRAY WOLVES =
pin 30 different posters of
"Wild Animals of North Amer-
ica” on your wall. Each of the
book's top-notch posters lists
animal facts on the back. Storey
Publishing, $9.95 softcover,
www.boyslife.org/links/storey

eekeepei-s around the United State. uzzling over a blq mystery:
Beehives buzzmg with activity one day are nearly completel
Normally when somethmq goes wrong, beek
ith what scientists have named Colony Colla
st honey, eqgs, larvae and pupae left behm - ,
This is a big deal for humans, too, duc ney, | bees pollinate about 90 different
three or four bites of food we eat is the

VA L UA B L E VO M lT You read that headline right. Petrified

whale vomit, or ambergris, is valuable. Once an ingredient in fine perfumes, the rare

stuff is also used as a medicine. Some people even eat it. 9 Sperm whales are the only
whales that produce ambergris. At first, the barf is a stinky mess. But after years of

floating atop the ocean, the blob hardens and becomes smooth and pleasant-smelling:
(believe it or not). §] Last year, beachcombers in Australia came across a 32- -pound
chunk, but it's more typical to find a small lump. Owning or selling ambergris is now
illegal because sperm whales are an endangered species. Perfume manufacturers now
use synthetic ambergris instead of the real thing. -kate wagner




