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f fter half an hour of claw- active and weigh up to 30 percent more
lling and biting, four Bronx Zoo than bears fending for themselves.
grizzlies gave up on the apple-filled Worse yet, bears completely reliant
canister their keepers tossed them on people often have to be killed to
to test. The confounding container protect any backpackers or campers
manufactured by Garcia Machine was they could come into contact with.
designed to be bear proof, and fortu- That's where the canisters come in.
natelyfor the bears, it is. Made of high-impact plastic, they

Many parks, like Adirondack lack edges and are too slippery for
State Park in NewYork, now require bears to pick up. Each canister is the
the use of bear-resistant canisters size of a rolled-up sleeping bag and
so wild bears won't get hooked on holds about six days' worth of food,
human food and garbage. According to They cost between $?0 and $100, Some
Lake Tahoe- and Sierra Nevada-area parksrentthemforabout $bpernight.
research, bears dependent on food www.wcs,org/adirondackbbear
sOurces like dumpsters become less -susan M. Braciney


